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: Supporting Multilingual

Literacy
Benefits of Multilingualism

Learning multiple languages in early childhood is a gift with lasting advantages. Children who grow up in
multilingual environments experience cognitive, social, and academic benefits that support them in school

and life.

Cognitive Advantages: Multilingual children often develop strong problem-solving and multitasking skills,
as switching between languages strengthens mental flexibility.

Social and Cultural Connection: Knowing multiple languages connects children to their heritage, allowing
them to bond with family members and understand cultural traditions.

Academic Boost: Learning more than one language can improve skills in reading and understanding
complex ideas, and multilingual children are often well-prepared to learn additional languages later.

Strategies for Multilingual Myths

« Myth 1: Multilingualism Causes

Literacy Development Language Delays: Studies show that

learning multiple languages does not
Building literacy skills in multiple languages doesn’t require formal delay language development.

lessons—family activities and daily interactions are powerful tools. Multilingual children often develop a
similar vocabulary in each language

Storytelling in Home Languages: Share stories in your home over fime. - .

language to build vocabulary and a love for reading, creating a » Myth 2: Children Will Get Confused:
. . . Switching between languages is a

strong foundation for literacy in any language.

. ! natural part of multilingual learning.
Bilingual Books and Activities: Use bilingual books, or label

Children are capable of separating

household items in both languages, to integrate vocabulary in both languages, even if they mix words
|anguages and make it part of dai|y life. sometimes.

Encourage Communication in Both Languages: Invite your child to  « Myth 3: Only One Language Should
express ideas, share stories, and ask questions in any language to Be Used for Reading: Reading in

multiple languages strengthens

support fluent expression and comfort.
literacy skills overall and is linked to

academic success in both languages.

Tips
Here are simple ways to support multilingual literacy at home:

« Read-Aloud in Any Language: Read books in any language—children benefit
from hearing stories in different languages and learning new vocabulary.

« Sing Songs and Play Games: Songs, nursery rhymes, and word games
introduce sounds, rhymes, and cultural knowledge across languages.

« Use Everyday Conversations: Talk with your child about daily activities in
any language, from grocery shopping to bedtime routines, to naturally build
vocabulary.

Supporting multilingual literacy doesn’t need specialized resources—simple
activities and encouraging words make a difference in a child’'s confidence and
ability to communicate. Enjoy the journey of learning and connecting together!






