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1 Ctl O n is narrative writing that springs from a writer’s imagination,
though it may be based on actual events and real people. Although one purpose
of fiction is to entertain, it can also provide important insights into human
nature. The two major types of fiction are short stories, brief works that can
usually be read in a sitting, and novels, longer and generally more complex
narratives. Both short stories and novels share the elements of plot, character,
setting, theme, and point of view. Use the following passages from Saki’s “The
Interlopers” to learn more about the elements of fiction.

Plot

The word plot refers to the chain of related events that
take place in a story. In most plots, events are set in
motion by conflicts—struggles between or within A famous lawsuit, in the days of his grandfather,

characters. Most plots include the following stages: had wrested it [a woodland] from the illegal pos-
session of a neighboring family of petty landown-

ers; the dispossessed party had never acquiesced

PLOT

Element l Definition . R
2. : 4 in the judgme ;
exposition provides needed background information poachi’n . mts‘;ftg‘zlﬁz;l:f;c:nnc‘ll:l 1<;lng series of
rising action the part of the plot in which the conflict tered the relationships between the f:unéill(:e‘;nflblt-
MIELSHIESE s it =m0l three generations. o
climax the turning point of the action, when the ‘
reader’s interest is at its highest point L i
falling action the action after the climax, in which the Bt P
\gdénouemem conflict is often resolved

YOUR TURN What conflict is introduced in the passage at the right?

Character

~ Characters are the individuals, real or imaginary, who take part in the

ction of stories. The characters who are at the center of a story's action

are called main characters; less important ones are minor characters.

Characters that grow or change as the plot unfolds are

called dynamic characters, while static characters

 remain unchanged. The development of characters in | CHARACTER

fiction i .ot :
| basic mzr;:;:no? S(':f‘l::raa::at::iez:tliztr:?:.hz:iirj Z;icf:i)::ion' . Each had a rifle in his hand, each 'had_ hatc.a 1(1;
: i : his heart and murder uppermost in his mind.
a character's own speech, thoughts, feelings, and e B anee had come to give full play to the
actions; the speech, thoughts, feelings, and actions of | passions of a lifetime. But a man who has been
other characters; and a narrator's comments. '\ brought up under the co de of a restraining civi-

lization cannot easily nerve himself to shoot

YOUR TURN In this passage, what techniques of - down his neighbor in cold blood.
characterization has Saki used?
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