Jensen PTO Minutes – 8/30/11
Jen Craig called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Welcome and Introductions

Approval of Minutes

The minutes were read from the 4/26/11 meeting.   Melissa Gyure motioned to accept the minutes (with a name spelling correction), Beth Mitchell seconded. 

Approval of Treasurers Report

The report was read.  Emily Leggett motioned to accept the report, Julie Crowley seconded.

President’s report

Jen Craig announced that if teachers/parents have any requests (outside of the normal budget), they should be brought to the attention of the PTO board prior to PTO meeting night, so that they can be placed on the agenda. Subjects that are brought up during meetings that are not on the agenda will be tabled and discussed at future meetings.

Teacher Requests

Mrs. Doling requested $90 to pay for bussing for the field trip to Jester Park (1/2 day on September 15th).  They only need the money to cover bussing, because the rest of the trip is already paid for.  To tie in with the social studies unit, a field trip to Living History Farms on 9/23/11 (279.50 for admission fee) is also planned.  This is being paid for by PTO money already slated for field trips for 2nd grade (each grade level has a specified amount of money).

New Business:

There are many committee positions available, including

Class parties:

BINGO:

Teacher Appreciation

Skating Parties

Jensen Burn:  April St. Aubin 

Fun Night:  Jennifer Dunham and Kathy Fisher

ITBS Treats:

Media coordinator:

Prize coordinator:

Fine Arts:

Pump It Up:  Beth Mitchell

Apparel: Chris Wessling

Fundraising:  Traci Haenzi

Book Fair:  Jen Froelik volunteered to work with the parent who is in charge of Book Fairs.

If you are interested in any of these positions, please let Jen Craig know.  

Budget:  There are currently two different budget proposals.  The second budget we removed the cost of student planners, reduced the price of classroom parties, reduced Running Club prizes (from $500 to $300) and reduced the amount budged for the 5th grade Field Trip (from $2200 to $2000).  There was a lot of discussion regarding the budget, finding available grants, etc.

Introduction of the new Guidance Counselor: Megan Nelsen:  Mrs. Nelson does whole group guidance and small group as well as individual counseling.  Mrs. Nelsen would like to start a Lunch Bunch with new Jensen students.  She uses the statewide guidance curriculum.  Mrs. Nelson will be working with Mr. Pettit to help with Character Council.  They had all of the Jensen students complete a survey about how they think kids should become part of the Character Council (election, teacher nominations, other).  Character Council will be responsible for planning an end of the year school-wide party.  

Apparel:  Chris Wessling shared several apparel designs, and the order forms will be going home with students soon.  Chris will also be working with the 5th graders to do a “Spirit Sale” during Homecoming.  
Principal Report

Mrs. Taylor updated on the following:

Connecting Kids and Culture is a grant that pays the bussing fee for anything related to “fine arts” type activities.  This grant is being used to pay for bussing for a variety of Jensen field trips.  There are many new things in the building, including: new tile floor outside the Media Center.  Mrs. Taylor requested feedback on dates for parent/teacher conferences (either October 4th and 6th or October 18th and 20th).  Drive for Chrysler is a fundraiser where Chrysler will bring cars to the school during an event, and the school receives $10 dollars per test drive.  Tentatively this will occur during the Jensen Burn at the end of the year.  Special Visitor/Grandparents day will occur again this year.  

Motion to Adjourn 

Barb Doling motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:30pm and Julie Crowley seconded.

The next PTO meeting will be on Tuesday, 9/27/11 at 6:30pm.
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