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Suggestions for K-12 Classroom Celebrations for Class Goal Achievement,
All Time Best, or Progress Toward Goal Achievement
Criteria: 
· Free or inexpensive
· Lasts about three minutes (perhaps longer for achievement of goal)
· Involves everyone in the class in celebrating progress toward, or achievement of, class goal

Progress Towards Goal/ATB:		 Achievement of Goal:
(Three minutes or less)			(May last longer than three minutes)
“Tootie Tah”					Bubble Blowing
March to Music				Paper Wad Fight
Do “The Wave				Relay Race
Class Chant					Lunch with a Friend
Paper Airplanes				Lunch in the classroom or outside
Riddle Time					Bubble Gum Bubble Contest
“Kiss Your Brain”				Stupid Human Tricks
Kazoo Salute					Run Around the School
Silent Scream				Pass the Big Beach Ball
“Fireworks” hand gesture			Pick Your Seat for a Day		
“Round” of Applause				Celebration Bulletin Board display
Announcements on Intercom		Class Picture on School Webpage
Singing Hamster (Elvis, Fish, etc.)		Announcement on Class Webpage
Class Cheer					A few Minutes of Extra Lunch Time
Big Yellow Smiley Face on the		Favorite Athletic Team Day
Act section of the PDSA			Sport, Sock, Hat, Super Star, Pajama Day
Listen to Music during Work		School Spirit Day
One Song Dance Party:			5 Extra Minutes Outside
“Celebrate Good Times”			Guest Reader, Speaker or Story Teller
“YMCA”					Listen to Music Students Bring
Theme from “Rocky,”				Go Outside with another Class/Friend
“We are the Champions”			Balloon Lift Off
“You’ve Got the Power”          		Create a song/rap/skit
“The Chicken Dance” 			Principal presents certificate to class
“The Hokey Pokey”				Kicking balls into the Soccer Goal – “Goal Achieved”
“The Macarena” 				Shooting Baskets with Basketball – “Goal Achieved”
Earn minutes to save for			Choice Time
  a larger break or class  event	 	Quiet Ball
						Extra Recreational Reading Time
						Read with a Class or with a Friend
						Chat with a Friend/Social Time
						Extra Computer Time
						One Song Dance Party with the Principal
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Seal of Approval

Stiffen arms, extend them in front of you, and cross them
over each other. Clap them as you make a barking noise like a

seal. o
s

Parrot Cheer

Put your hands in your armpits
to make the parrot's wings.
Flap your wings up and down
as you squawk and say,
"Aaaaak! You did a good job!"

Train Whistle

Cup one hand around your mouth and pretend to pull on the
whistle with the other hand as you say, "Toot toot.” Then
place both hands in the air palms down and make a
“Shhhhhhhh" sound as you bring them slowly to your sides.

ro  all dhoad

To cheer for a child without
using words, put both hands up
on either side of your mouth
with the pointer, middle, and
ring fingers making a “W".
Open your mouth in a wide
circle. This spells W -0 - W.
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Harry Potter Cheer

Tell the children: “Get out your magic wand.” Pretend to point
your wand at various children as you say, “"You're psh, psh, psh
(point to a child with each 'psh’), Terrrrr - ific!"

TR

Sit Down Cheer

Use this cheer to the tune of
“Kiss Him Goodbye," to praise
children, or as a good way fo
help children settle down. Sing,
“Na, na, na, na. Na, na, na, na.
Hey, hey, hey, good job!" Repeat
song, and replace "good job" with
“sit down" when needed.

A “Round” of Applause

Clap in a circle to give children a “round” of applause.

Tootsie Roll, Lollipop

To quiet children, bend your elbows and rotate forearms
around each other as you say, "Tootsie Roll.” Stick out your
tongue and pretend to lick a sucker as you say,
“Lollipop.” Hold up both hands, open and close
your fingers like your hands are talking and
say, "We've been talking now let's stop.”
As you say 'stop,make a motion like
you're cutting of f music.
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Elvis Cheer

Tell the children: "Turn up
your collar; get out your
microphone.” Then swing the
microphone around in circles,
curl your lip like Elvis and say
together, "Thank you, thank
you very much.”

Make Rain

Hold up the palm of one hand and
begin by lightly tapping one finger
from your other hand against it.
Add another finger and tap a little
harder. Keep adding fingers until you have all

five fingers clapping loudly against your palm. Take away each
finger one at a time and tap more lightly with each until you're
back to only one finger. When the whole class does this
pattern of 1-2-3-4-5, 5-4-3-2-1 it will sound like the rain is
coming, and the rain is going.

Gold Star Class

Tell your class, "Get out your box (hold out
o one hand in a cupping shape), get your star
- (pretend to get a star on one finger of the

other hand), lick it and put it on your
forehead. You're all GOLD STAR kids!" This is a good way to
help the whole class feel special.

A-W-E-S-O-M-E

Clap and sway as you cheer for your children. "We're A-W-E
(slight pause) S-O-M-E." Pretend to dust your shoulder with
your fingernails like you're
polishing them one hand at a
time and say, "We're
Awesome, Awesome.” Now
open arms outward one at a
time and say, "To-tally!”
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< Fantastic

\ Tell the children: “Get out your
spray bottle." Hold up one hand
and pretend to spray. Say, "You're
psh, psh, psh. .. " (spray once for
every 'psh’). Hold up other hand and
pretend to wipe in circles over the liquid
you just sprayed as you say, "Fan-tasticl”

Hip - Hip -
Hooray!

The teacher starts this cheer
by slapping each hip as she
says: "Hip, Hip. .." The children all

Join in by shouting, “Hooray!"
Repeat.

I Like IT!

When you're pleased with the way
the children have accomplished a
task, get out of character and
start singing: "That's the way, uh
huh, uh huh, T like it, uh huh, uh
huh. That's the way, uh huh, uh
huh, I like it, uh huh, uh huh.”
Dance and sway as you sing.

Snap, Crackle, Pop

This cheer is done by snapping your fingers (snap), rubbing
your hands together (crackle), and clapping your hands once
(pop). You may have to say the words the first time so the
children will understand what you're doing.
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Shine Your
Halo

When children have been good, say
"Shine your halo," while modeling
the movement of running your
fingers in a circle above your head.
If you're looking for a way fo get
children to settle down, use the same
cheer and ask, "Where are my angels? Shine your halo."

Pat Yourself on
the Back

Have children pat themselves
on the back as they say, "I'm
good stuff." Next, have them pat
their neighbor on the back as they
say, "You're good stuff, too."

Silent Cheer

Tell the children they can jump
around, wave their hands in the air,
and make as much noise as they
want - as long as you can't hear
them!

Teach your children how to applaud in sign
language. They do so by raising both
hands in the air and rotating them back
and forth quickly.
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Starting Line-Up
Have the children form two lines facing each other. One at a
time, announce a child's name as if they were a player at a
sporting event. For example: "Starting line-up for Ms. James'
room is Daniel Wong. He has brown hair and enjoys soccer. Let's
hear it for Daniell" That child runs through the middle of the
lines as everyone gives him a high-five, a pat on the back, or an

encoyraging word. % ]
« ‘* '
i s

Ole'l Ole'l Ole'l

Count with your fingers in the air
as you say in Spanish, "Uno, dos,
tres." Twirl around with your
index finger in the air as you say,
"Ole! Ole! Ole!"

Cowboy
Cheer

Put one finger in the air
and circle it like a lasso as
you say, "Ye-haw!"

Kiss Your Brain/Kiss Your
Heart

When children answer a question with an
answer that is clever, correct, or creative say,
"Kiss your brain!" Model how to kiss your
fingertips and touch your head.

] If you see a child doing something
kind, use the same cheer and
say, "Kiss your heart!" Kiss
your fingertips and touch
your heart.
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Catch a Star

Tell children to think of something kind they
did, something new they learned, or
something that made them feel proud. Tell them:
"Reach up (stretch hand up in the air), grab a star
(pretend to grab a star), and put it in your heart (put your
hand near your heart)." This works well as a cheer for the end
of the day before children go home.
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Lookin’ Good

To compliment a child say, "You
are . .." (make a clicking noise
as you make a pretend mirror
around your face and fluff
your hair), “. . . lookin' good!"

Cheese and
Grater

Hold up your left palm as you
say, "Here's the grater.” Make
a fist with your right hand and
hold it up and say, "Here's the
cheese." Pretend to scrape
the cheese on the grater as
you say, "You're great, great,
great!”

Saturday Night Fever

Extend your right index finger in the air to
the left of your body. Put your left hand on
your hip. Move your right finger from

the air to your side as you sing, "Ah, ah,

ah, ah, we did a good job, we did a good %3
job,” (fo the tune of "Stayin’ Alive").
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Hamburger Cheer

Pretend to make a hamburger patty by patting your palms
together. Stick out your right hand as if placing a hamburger
on a skillet. Make a sizzling sound and say, “Is it done?” Turn
your hand over and say, "Not yet." Repeat twice. After the
third "Is it done,” give a thumbs-up and say, "Well done!”

'1 21, Firecracker

;_C\K Hold your palms together in front of
a4 you as if praying. Make a sizzling

sound (Ssssss) as you wiggle your

palms up in the air like a firecracker
\ going off. Clap them above your head, then

wiggle your fingers around and down like the
sparkles coming from a firecracker. Make an "Ahhhhh" sound
like a crowd watching a firecracker go off. Do a GIANT
firecracker, a medium-sized firecracker, and a tiny
firecracker.

Trucker Cheer

Tell children: “6rab your
steering wheel.” Make a
“rrrrr” sound as you pretend
to steer. Put fist in the air
and say "Honk honk" as if
pulling a horn. Next, put fist
by mouth like it's a CB radio
and say, “Good job, good
buddy.”

Rattlesnake Cheer

Put palms together then wiggle them in front of you as you
make a hissing (Ssssss) sound. Quickly stick your fongue in
and out like a snake.









